
MONSIGNOR ZUBIETA AND THE 100 YEARS 
OF HIS DEATH 

SAINT DOMINIC  
800 YEARS OF HIS DEATH 

  
 

 
COMMON FEATURES (SOME) 

 

MEN OF GOD! PRAYER MEN! 

-Repeated: "Only Faith and trust in God give 
me tranquility." 
- In the midst of so much loneliness, he only 
found his consolations next to the 
Tabernacle and only there he found strength 
for his work, sadness and annoyances. Only 
with the Tabernacles he installed in the 
missions did he find his rest. 
- He attributed his vocation to Mary and 
said: “I will be a Dominican, because the 
Virgin wants it”. 
- He loved the Rosary so much that he 
prayed it over and over again, especially on 
long canoe trips up the mountains, when he 
couldn't afford to pray the office. He loved 
him so much that it was the “nickname” he 
gave to the Congregation he founded. 

- By day he spoke to the Men of God; at night 
he spoke of men to God. 
- At night no one was so assiduous at the Vigils 
and Prayers. 
- In the 9 forms of prayer attributed to him, in 
almost all of them the Cross and the Altar 
appear, which indicates how important the 
Eucharist, the Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
were for him. 
- He spent the nights in prayer and when 
tiredness overcame him, the altar, where he 
celebrated the Eucharist, served as a backrest. 
- Dominic loved Mary in such a way that 
Tradition links him to the foundation of the 
Rosary. 

 SPIRIT OF MISSION AND OPTION FOR THE POOR 

-From a very early age, he wanted to go as a 
Missionary to Tonkín, East, with the hope of 
giving his life for Christ, like the Martyrs of 
China. 
-He was assigned to the Philippines and after 
a short time he was entrusted with the 
reopening of a very difficult and dangerous 
mission in the middle of the jungle. 
-Due to political problems in the country, he 
was imprisoned for 18 months, along with 
many other missionaries, having suffered a 
real martyrdom. Afterwards, he was asked if 
his missionary and martyrdom vocation had 
cooled off, to which he replied, that it had 
even been strengthened. 
-After the captivity and while he was 
recovering, he was sent, without waiting, to 
go to the Amazon Missions, Peru. 

-He knew that the Fraternity is the first 
proclamation of the Gospel and, therefore, 
fraternal life in community is something 
essential for Dominic. 
- Faced with heresy and error, he leaves his 
comfortable and peaceful life in Osma, and 
starts a whole new life of struggle, of 
preaching. 
- His missionary ardor was so great that he 
founded the Order of Preachers to announce 
the Good News of Jesus 
-He understood that the arise of cities – Burgos 
– required a new style of presence for the 
Church and the Mission, so he sent the first 
Friars there. 
- He traveled across Europe on foot, preaching 
and evangelizing, always praying and singing. 
- He died with the desire to go and evangelize 



-It reaches a territory of 34 000m2, which 
could only be reached, crossing the Andes 
and then by canoe, with only 4 friars, to start 
the implantation of the Church 
-Sends information to the authorities 
denouncing the exploitation to which the 
natives were subject and to demand justice 
-The defense of the natives caused him a lot 
of suffering, slander and death threats. 
-He appears as the defender of life in its 
entirety, especially of the life of the 
indigenous people. 
-To reach the tribes scattered throughout 
the jungle – many still unknown – and then 
deploy a Mission turned out to be a great 
explorer, at the same time introducing some 
means of communication, such as 
telegraphs. This earned him a national 
decoration. 

the Cumans. 
- He greatly valued the prayers of the nuns for 
the success of his preaching, and that is why he 
called his monasteries "The Holy Preaching" 
-Still a student, in times of crisis, he sells his 
books, because he cannot study on dead skins, 
while people are starving. 
-Begins a preaching stripped of all signs of 
wealth, in contrast to the papal delegates. 
- He knew that poverty was essential to be able 
to proclaim the Gospel and in everything he 
showed himself to be a lover of poverty and 
the poor 
-It was the expression of Compassion and he 
often repeated: “what will become of the poor 
sinners”? 

STUDY AND FORMATION 

- He said: “It would be a mistake if the work 
of propagating the faith in our mountains 
were purely religious”: First the nation must 
be formed, then the people and finally the 
Christians, this is our current occupation”. 
-For him there was no mission without a 
school 
- He realized that the indigenous people 
could only progress, based on the foundation 
of the family, but for that, it is essential to 
educate women. It was, therefore, necessary 
to take Sisters to the jungle, something 
unprecedented and was seen by many as 
impossible. Hence they call him crazy and 
reckless 

-The originality of Dominic is to replace the 
agricultural work of the Monks with study. 
-Since the Friars are still very few. St. Dominic 
sends them two by two, across Europe, which 
was not well seen by many. 
-You see in the study one of the best ways to 
look for God in the reality of the world and 
people and to look for the Truth. 
-The cell for Dominic is, in the first place, the 
place of work, of study, of the maturation of 
the Faith. 
 
 

VALUE OF WOMEN, LAY PEOPLE AND HUMAN VALUES… 

- What you do, wherever you are, is worth 
more than the work of a community of 
Religious, more than all sermons, simply 
because you educate women, the basis of 
the Family and society, and the day will 
come when it will be given to religious the 
place or post corresponding to them, in 
relation to the work carried out in favor of 
evangelization. 
-Because of his frank and simple character, 
he was respected and loved by all. Had the 
gift of people 
 
 

- He often prayed the Office with the nuns and 
liked to take him “pampering”. 
-Lay people from the beginning were 
fundamental for the Work of Preaching. 
-The Cathar doctrine devalued the body, and 
Dominic used it to pray, since the body is the 
possibility of meeting God and the Brothers. 
-During the day, no one is closer and more 
affable than Dominic in his dealings with the 
friars and companions. Everyone fit into the 
immense charity of his heart and loving 
everyone, everyone loved him. 
 
 
 



AFTER DEATH 

- While Ascensión Nicol was Beatified a few 
years ago, having died later, Mgr. Zubieta 
has been forgotten in the Diocese he 
created, Puerto Maldonado, among the 
Friars – who were responsible for starting 
the process – and even something in the 
Congregation of Dominican Missionaries of 
the Rosary, which he founded. 

-The Successor of St. Dominic in the 
Government of the Order, Beatified Jordan of 
Saxony, had to call the attention of the Friars, 
for not making known the person of St. 
Dominic, and this has been the case 
throughout history. It seems to them that their 
glories should take second place to the priority 
of the Preaching of the Gospel. It is as if S. 
Dominic wanted to hide behind the Order he 
founded. 

 
Sister Deolinda Rodrigues 
 
 


